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Foreword
By WALTER M. CITRINE
(Secretary, British Trades Union Congress; and President, International
Federation of Trade Unions).

W

HAT is really happening in Germany? This is the
question that I am asked on all hands. As President of
the International Federation of Trade Unions, whose
headquarters were, until the last few days, in Berlin, I have had
many opportunities to acquaint myself with the facts. They confirm to the fullest the courageous reports which the correspondents of papers like the Daily Herald, the Manchester Guardian
and the Times have sent to this country. I say "courageous••
because it has been no easy matter for these men to maintain their
calm objectivity in the face of the intimidation and coercion which
exists in Germany to-day. Anyone who dares to tell the truth is.
not safe in Germany. Arrests at dead of night, flogging to the
point of death with steel rods, tortures reminiscent of the worst
period of the Spanish Inquisition, are the characteristic feature of
Nazi rule.
Officially, the Hitler Government disclaims such outrages.
"They are the work of' un-official' Nazis who have got out of
hand." It is terribly significant, however, that the police stand
idly by and no arrests are ever made. One of the most pathetic
features of this brutal orgy is the readiness of some of its victims
to deny that they are subjected to the terror. German Jews who
have been the victims of vindictive racial hatred, almost beyond
belief, are "induced" to write letters timidly testifying to the
necessity for the national "cleansing" process which is going on.
The cleansing consists of the beating of Jews, Socialists, Communists and Pacifists into insensibility, and the driving out of
public life of all who dare to venture a protest against Hitler's
hirelings. Let me give just two or three of many instances.
Frau Marie Janskowski, an elderly woman well known for her
social welfare work, was carried off from her fiat in Copenick by
a party of armed Nazis who took her to a Nazi barracks, where she
was stripped and beaten with sticks by four men.
5

After roo strokes she rolled from the table, bleeding badly,
but was pulled to her feet and struck in the face so violently that
she fell heavily, injuring her knee. Her husband reported the
matter to the police, and was told that they were powerless!
This case was reported in the Times on April 1.
One of the most terrible cases was reported in the Morning
Post on April 1. Herr Joachim, a prominent Jewish barrister who
had frequently been retained in important political cases by the
Republican Reichsbanner, was carried off by Nazis to Storm
Detachments' barracks in the General Papestrasse, where, with
other prisoners, he was subjected to an unspeakable mutilation
from the effects of which he died. The semi-official Wolff Bureau
announced his death as due to illness.
A Brunswick telegraph mechanic was taken to Nazi barracks
where he was stripped and unmercifully beaten and tortured with
steel rods for three hours. At intervals he was forced to wipe up
the blood from the floor with his clothes. When he became unconscious the Nazis wrenched open his mouth with such force
that part of his lip was torn away, and poured hydrochloric acid
down his throat. He was then flung, a bleeding mass, into the
street, where his wife was anxiously waiting for news of him.
He was just able to tell her what had happened to him. When
his wife wiped away the froth from his lips her handkerchief
was corroded by the strong acid which had been poured into him.
He died after some hours of agonising pain. The official diagnosis
gave apoplexy as the cause of death.
The official apologists for Hitler talk calmly about the "revolution" that is taking place, and cynically refer to the casualties being
comparatively light. All informed observers know perfectly well
that there has been no revolution in Germany in the sense of
armed or forcible resistance to the Nazi dictatorship. What has
happened is that the criminals and bullies who compose the Nazi
Brown Army or Storm Troops, as they are called, and who have
shown a high degree of bravery in frightening defenceless men and
women in restaurants and public places, have got the bit between
their teeth, and are determined that Chancellor Hitler shall not
be allowed to escape from the wild promises of his propaganda
period.
It should not be forgotten that for years Hitler's Nazis have been
fed on the hopes of what was going to happen when he obtained
6

power. The ruthless repression of their opponents is no unexpected extravagance. It has been preached for years by Hitler
and his drug addict henchman, Capt. Goering-now the Minister
for the Interior.
Much criticism has beeh directed against the Socialists and
Trade Unionists in Germany for not offering outward resistance
to the present regime. As one who has been closely associated for
nearly ten years with the German comrades, and who understands
something of the difficulties of their situation, I hesitate to criticise
them.
It must be remembered that Germany is in the grip of a frenzied
nationalism, for the creation of which the Allied Powers cannot be
held to be blameless. The Socialists and Trade Unionists who for
years steadfastly tried to secure for Germany better treatment in
the counsels of the nations, are now looked upon as enemies and
traitors to their country. The war spirit is abroad. Hitler is
determined to achieve, by his strong right arm, what the pacifists
failed to obtain by persuasion. I can conceive of no bigger blow
that can be struck at the future peace of the world, than to concede
to the threats of Hitler what was refused to the pleadings of his
predecessors, Dr. Stresemann and Herman Muller.
For us in Great Britain, Hitlerism furnishes an object-lesson.
It seems impossible that such a system could be adopted in this
country with its long tradition of Parliamentary Government.
But let us not be too complacent. Hitlerism rose from small
beginnings, and now takes its place side by side with the dictatorships of Mussolini in Italy, Horthy in Hungary, Pilsudski in
Poland. There is a dictatorship of a different kind in Russia, but
a dictatorship none the less. And a dangerous movement to set
up a dictatorship is rearing its head in Austria. We have to clear
our own minds as to whether we really believe in democratic
institutions. Far too many people in the Labour Movement are
not only critical but scornful of Parliamentary Government. It is
about time we cleared the decks for the settlement of the issue of
democracy or dictatorship.
Mr. Compton's pamphlet, in revealing some of the consequences of dictatorship in Germany, will help to clarify the
question.
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DOWN WITH FASCISM
By JOSEPH COMPTON
(Chairman, National Executive Committee, British Labour Party, 1932-1933)

W

HAT is Fascism? Fascism in Germany is intolerance, violence,
oppression; the abrogation of the rule of law and justice in the
matter of freedom of speech, freedom of writing, freedom of
assembly, the right of association and the protection of the property of
working-class organisations and individual anti-Fascists from destruction
or seizure; the worship of an abstract entity, a narrow, bigoted, nationalist
ideal, to which the individual must be sacrificed; a puerile glorification of
everything German; a denial of any contribution to German culture of the
great Jewish race, and a fierce jealousy of the intellectual achievements of
that race expressed in vindictive persecution. It is the subjection of the
intellectual and political life of a people to the will of one militarised party .
Members of Parliament are deprived of the right to take their seats in
Parliament. The sittings of Parliament are suspended. The workers' press
has been suppressed. All other publications which breathe the spirit of
democracy or internationalism are emasculated by the censor, or not permitted to appear, or cease publication, and re-appear as the property of
persons of "national integrity." The Courts of Justice, the Police and the
Army permit a Fascist Army to establish and enforce its own rule of "law
and justice." Political opponents of the Government are left without protection even from arbitrary arrest, ill-treatment, torture, or murder. Social
and economic persecution complete the stranglehold of the "National
Awakening." That is Fascism in Germany. (Except for the persecution of
the Jews, German and Italian Fascism are alike.)

Fascism and Civilisation
Fascism cannot leave us unmoved and unreflecting . The rank growth of
the German variety of this poisonous plant has startled the ordinary men
and women of all countries where there exists that minimum of justice and
sympathy, of toleration and liberty, of mutual respect and neighbourliness,
which is called civilisation. To-day, the German people, or the German
"tribes," as they sometimes call themselves, are not as much at peace amongst
themselves as many of the tribes of the deserts and forests of Africa, whose
"Kultur" is primitive.
'
In time of peace and within the frontiers of a great State of Western Europe,
the bestial spirit of war-although even war has its code of honour-has
been revived. British Labour protests, not only out of self-respect, but
also on behalf of millions of Germans who are ashamed of Hitlerism, and who
dare not express their opinions out of fear of the Storm Troops or the Summary Courts.

Fascism, Law and Justice
One of these Summary Courts has just passed sentence of fifteen months'
imprisonment upon a young man who wrote a letter to his mother living in
New York, telling of what he had seen and enclosing cuttings giving accounts
of outrages.
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Another Court sentenced to one month's imprisonment a sixty-year old
policeman who had been overheard to say in a shop that in Switzerland and
Italy it is believed that the Nazis themselves set the Reichstag on fire.
Letters are opened, and one must be careful what one says in Germany
for fear of being overheard by some self-constituted spy, whose "national
integrity" is above suspicion, or by a member of the secret political police.
In the Fascist State, come to full fruition, three persons discussing politics
amongst themselves constitute a public meeting, and political meetings are
prohibited unless convened by and for the dominant party.

Is it surprising that the Times Berlin Correspondent should ask foreign
visitors to Germany to note the advisability of keeping their personal views
to themselves?
Courts of Law have ceased to be Courts of Justice. "The dictatorship
has, in fact, created a body of lawyers selected by itself, entirely at its mercy,
and therefore subservient to its own will, far more subservient, indeed, than
nationalist lawyers brought up in the great legal traditions which the
dictatorship has destroyed."*
"Foreign opinion is possibly bewildered by the reports of placidity brought
back by casual visitors . The true state of Germany is not reflected by this
outward placidity which so impresses even residents in more favoured
districts. The whole truth is only to be found inside barracks, in hospital
wards, in the homes of the dismissed, and in the concentration camps where
' Marxists,' pacifists, and others are herded behind barbed wire.''t
There is a concentration camp on the Heuberg Mountain. The Commander-in-Chief, Major Kaufmann, vouches for the numbers in this
camp-1,750 "prisoners of war" who have been arrested and separated from
their families for three, four, five, or six weeks. There is no question of trials;
how long they are to remain in the camp nobody knows. With cynical irony,
Major Kaufmann describes how the families of these prisoners try to obtain
permission to visit their interned relatives, especially on Sundays. "But, of
course," he adds, "permission is always refused as a matter of principle.''
When wives, fiancees, parents and children are told of this strict refusal,
Major Kaufmann continues, "there is a concert of weeping.'' Each prisoner
is entitled to write to his family once a fortnight, but "of course, not one
word about politics.''
There is a similar camp at Dachau, near Munich, for 5,000 prisoners. It
is surrounded by a double high fence of barbed wire charged with electricity
at a deadly high voltage.
"There is no official figure for the total of political prisoners in Germany,
but it certainly runs into tens of thousands.'' (Morning Post, April 17, 1933 .}
* Manchester Guardian, April 18, 1933·
t Times, April 15, 1933·
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Fascism and Public Opinion

Fascist Remedy for Unemployment

Thus German opinion is to be moulded "into a compact and undissenting
mass" (Herr Goebbels) by imprisoning or terrorising the dissenters.
Wireless, press, active propaganda, film, theatre, popular, secondary and
university education are all to become "the piano on which the Fascist
·
dictatorship can play" (Herr Goebbels) .
A Committee of Experts representing the Nazi and Nationalist Parties
has been appointed by the municipality of Berlin to purge the Library of
"all books and writings calculated to promote the disintegration of the
German soul." School history books are being re-written in feverish haste.
Jazz, because of its negroid origin, has been prohibited upon the radio.
German broadcasting is now completely in new hands. The telephone girls
have been ordered to stop saying "D for David," and, in future, to say "D for
Deutschland." "Unclean" foreign newspapers may not be circulated in
Germany. Germans knowing foreign languages might read them. The
Manchester Guardian is considered unfit for German consumption. Freemasonry has been made to disappear. The independence of the Protestant
Churches is threatened.

If you, dear reader, were a German in Germany, and if you were fortunate
enough not to be unemployed, you would be in danger at this moment of
being deprived of your job merely because you are a Socialist, Communist,
Pacifist, Liberal, or Conservative Democrat, or-the supreme invention of
Nazi devilry-because you are "non-Aryan.''

Fascism and Socialism
Not only is the Social Democratic Party press in Germany suspended
indefinitely, but their printing-presses, buildings and funds have been
seized by the National Socialist Party (Nazis) . All these things are done in
the name of patriotism. Others would call it "robbery with violence." The
patriot has become a pirate. The "national awakening" and "cleansing"
of Germany is being achieved by giving all power to the gangsters .

Fascism and Trade Unionism
And not only is the Party press prohibited and Party property pilfered,
but the free Trade Union press, property and funds are at the mercy of the
hordes that Hitler calls "disciplined." Nazi Commissioners are now in
complete control of the Trade Unions. The leaders of the Free Trade
Unions are in prison. "Cells" of Nazi workmen in the factories are the spies
and agent provacateurs of the Government at the workshop bench. In the
State of Brunswick, "No Trade Union official, no workman even who is
known as a ' Marxist ' (and ' Marxism ' is made to include not only
Socialism, but the most moderate Liberalism and Pacifism) can return to
his post or his work with impunity, but is menaced with victimisation." *

Fascism and Self-Determination

If you had been working with the Labour Party, you would certainly be
out of a job. If you are a Trade Union official, you would certainly have to
renounce politics, unless you became a Nazi-or renounce your official
functions. And you might not even be given that choice if you are a Jew. If
you are a Social Democrat, you might be asked, as German Social Democrats
.are being asked, especially in big undertakings, to leave the Party, or go!
If you are a Civil Servant or in public employment, whether as dustman or
busman, or postman, or policeman, on the railways, a teacher, university
professor, doctor, surgeon, or nurse, etc., you might be asked: Was your
grandfather a Jew? Are you a Social Democrat who joined the Service since
1918? Are you under suspicion of political heterodoxy? Are you "nonAryan ?" If so, go! If you are a professional man, legal or medical, and fail to
pass these tests, you may lose your job or your clients may pass you by.

What an Aryan may be I cannot tell. I believe that I am not one. Whether
Hitler himself is Nordic is in doubt. If the new German Civil Service law
were to be administered by competent and impartial ethnologists, Germany
would probably be without a Civil Service.
But Nationalism, and the vain search for purity of blood and political
orthodoxy, excuses all things in Germany now.
There have ·been many remedies for unemployment. But it has been left
to Hitlerism to discover how to deprive of their livelihood by Law
and Terror, the active supporters of the other political Parties as well as Jews,
and to make a gift of their jobs to the loyal and active members of their own
Party.

Fascism and Education
During the farcical and final meeting of the German Reichstag, the leader
of the German Social Democratic Party, surrounded with his Socialist
Comrades, by Brown Shirts with loaded revolvers, declared that they had
helped to create a Germany in which the path to the leadership of the State
was open not only to Counts and Barons, but to men of the working-class.
That also is to be brought to an end. That is one meaning of the purging
of the German Civil Service and the transformation of the schools and universities into strongholds of Pan-Germanism. There will certainly be no
reduction of fees, or scholarships, for the sons and daughters of Jews or
Democrats.

The first article of the Nazi creed is the re-union of all Germans in an AllGermany (comprising territory now French, Belgian, Danish, Polish,
Austrian, Italian and Czechoslovakian). But the Nazis are nowengagedin
depriving Germans within Germany of the right of self-determination.
In Geneva, the German delegation demands equality of rights for Germany .
They deny equality of rights to German citizens within Germany.
* Manchester Guardian, April 17, 1933·

The duel has been revived as a method of rendering Germany's academical
youth fit to bear arms and increase its "general efficiency.'' The German
student who is unafraid to draw blood is again deemed to be a fit leader of
his people.
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Fascist State-a Military Camp
Herr Hitler would substitute authority and subservience for equality,
mutuality and the humble will to co-operate. In the new Germany, "each
has authority over those below, responsibility to those above, and the highest
of all is responsible to the whole German nation •.." (Herr Hitler.) But if the
new German nation is dumb, or may only speak with one voice, it is not a
nation, but a military machine. It is appropriate to that conception of the
State that the old titles and orders should be restored.

Fascism and Corruption
When the history of the German counter-revolution is written, it will be
discovered that the East Prussian scandal-the buying of private lands out
of the public purse-a scandal involving the reputation of Hindenburg, his
son, and many eminent Junkers-was a determining factor in the politics of
the Palace which manifested itself by the dismissal of von Schleicher and
the accession to power of the Government of Hitler, Hindenburg and von
Papen.
During the financial crisis of July, 1931, when the Bremen Wool Company
went bankrupt for many millions of pounds, one of its directors, Herr
Lahusen, a financial patron of the Nazi Party, was arrested upon a criminal
charge. His trial has now been suspended.
Fascism and corruption are bedfellows. When there is only one Party in
the State the salutary protection of public criticism and public inquiry is
withdrawn.
Dictators are not strong men. They are men who conceal their weakness
behind intimidating military parades.
In the parliamentary life of France or Great Britain, Hitler or Mussolini

would lose his first by-election. But Dictators never pay the penalty of their
blunders until economic and financial collapse, or war, brings about the ruin
of the State.

The Sin of Forgetfulness
Do not become the victims of self-deception! There are really responsible
English publicists who have already forgotten that there is a dictatorship in
Germany. One of them reminded the readers of a Sunday newspaper that
no one could have seen the welcome accorded to Herr Hitler and Dr.
Goebbels by 600 members of the provincial press "without realising that, for
better or worse, the German press is going to support the present administration." If they had not been willing to support the administration they would
not have been present at that gathering.
Not many years after Mussolini had strangled the soul of Italy with the
cords of "patriotism," British travellers returned to tell us that the streets
were clean and the trains arrived in time.
In Germany, the trains arrived in time before the counter-revolution.
Prisons are usually clean.
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Mr. Baldwin, four years after the assassination of our Giacomo Matteotti,
the Leader of the Italian Parliamentary Labour Party, did not hesitate to
declare, at the Mansion House, that these four years had been devoted to
testing and applying "that new system of Government, the object of which is
to develop and utilise to the utmost the energies of the whole nation." Was
it not the function and the duty of a British statesman, Parliamentary Leader
in the home of democracy, to emphasise that the utmost energies of the
whole nation cannot be developed and utilised except in freedom?
Will Herr Hitler also come to his own in the London West End? That is
doubtful. People may be indifferent-if they are not internationalists-to
what is happening in Italy. They cannot be indifferent to anything that happens in Western Europe.

'' Might is Right ''
On the eve of the last election in Germany, Herr Hitler declared: "I am
against Pacifism, for I am in favour of Power; for in Power there lies Strength,
and Strength is the eternal mother of Right; and Right is the very root of
life. Peace is beautiful; but it is good to be strong and to be able to form one's
own life.''
Now he assures us that he is for peace. "Ten years of peace are for Germany an absolute necessity.''
Why ten years, Herr Hitler? Why ten years, Signor Mussolini? Why
should there be any Four-Power Pact to put a limit to the period in which the
peace of Europe will not be disturbed? Europe needs lOO years of peace.
At the end of loo years Europeans may have lost the habit of fighting one
another.

WAR-The Greatest of All Injustices
But what, you may say, what about the injustices of the Peace Treaties?
Italy suffered no injustice under the Peace Treaties, and the injustices to
Germany were in course of redress.
It is the finest and most convincing protagonists of the dignity of Germany
among the nations of Europe whcr are now the victims of the terror. It is the
men who wrought for the reconciliation of France and Germany-Hilferding,
Brietscheid, Bruning and others-whose views may no longer be heard in
Germany. Even a street may not now be identified by the name of Stresemann.
The passion of nationalism in one country excites nationalis.t passions in
other countries. International problems become more difficult of solution
because of Fascism, which is sustained by the spirit of war. Problems which
would not exist in a Europe of free peoples, unarmed, menace the peace of
Europe when concessions are interpreted as weakness and failure to obtain
concessions is felt as a loss of prestige-to be made good by an increase of
armaments.
At this moment British hearts and minds should be overwhelmed by a
sense of the injustices inflicted by Germans upon other Germans in Germany.
That thought should obliterate for the moment any ideas about revision of
the Treaties-the awful thought of enlarging the frontiers of Hitlerism.
Captain Goering said that, "for the living, it was the holy duty to fulfil the
mission for which Germans had given their lives in the War. If no other way
could be found, they must be ready to redeem with blood the pledge written
in blood." (Times, April u, 1933.)
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After every war there is a Treaty, and every Peace Treaty is unjust. But
"War is the greatest of all injustices."

UNEMPLOYMENT

The German National Revolution is frequently presented as a popular
protest against an unjust accusation of War Guilt. Will Herr von Papen
dare to plead Not Guilty to the next'war?

"THE RIGHT TO LIVE"
A T.U.C. Defence of the Claims of the
Unemployed.
Price 3d. post free

Fascism IS War.
Democracy and disarmament-these are the only certain guarantees of
peace in Europe. We shall begin to believe in Hitler's will to peace when he
ceases to denounce as high treason the principles and practice of international solidarity among the Trade Unionists, Socialists, Pacifists and
Democrats of Europe.
Herr Hitler very earnestly repeated to a well-known English journalist
the Nazi thesis that the keynote of Germany's foreign policy is friendship
with England and Italy. Hitler, Mussolini and MacDonald!
That is a foundation of sinking sand for the peace of Europe! That would
be an unspeakable infamy! In vain is the net laid in the sight of the bird!
After all, what is Fascism? Filipo Turati, Italian Socialism's Grand
Old Man, who died in exile, gave an admirable definition at the Vienna
Congress of the Labour and Socialist International two years ago. I take
the liberty of free quotation:

You cannot talk of war without talking of Fascism.
Fascism IS War.
Fascism is at the same time the child and the parent of
war, which is itself nothing but international Fascism,
while Fascism is internal war against a people disarmed ;
civil war and international war reciprocally begetting
each other.
The peace of Fascism is not the peace of Socialism.
Fascist revision of the Treaties is not Socialist revision.
-Fascism is absolutely opposed to Socialism and Democracy. It came into being to destroy them in their principles
and in their works. If the Labour and Socialist Parties want
to live, if they desire peace, freedom and democracy, if
they do not wish to be strangled, they must, out of sheer
self-respect, attack Fascism everywhere and destroy it,
for Italy, for Germany, for all peoples, for the International
itself.
14
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Three T.U.C. Pamphlets on

Herr von Papen, Vice-Chancellor of Germany, was even more explicit
than the Minister for Air. Pacifists, he says, "could not understand the ancient
German aversion from death in bed. . . . Mothers must exhaust themselves
in order to give life to children. Fathers must fight on the battlefield in order
to secure the future for their sons.''-At Munster, May r4, r933.

"WORKLESS: A SOCIAL
TRAGEDY''
Showing how" Economania" by the "National"
Government has increased Unemployment.
Price rd. post free

''PAUPERISING THE
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The T. U. C. Case Against the Means Test.
Price 2d. post free
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The Case for Workmen's Compensation.
This .is an. entirely new pamphlet in which are
e~plamed, m the most simple terms, the many
p1tfa~s ai;id sn~gs that confront the injured workman m his clarm for Compensation.
Price rd. post free
From the T .U .C. Publications Dep t., Transport House, Smith Square,
London, S.W .r.
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